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the Simla Conference has already been released and it has
given to the public a clear exposition of the Congress views
on the question,
" The only novel feature in the Cabinet Mission's scheme
is the idea of grouping the provinces into three different
sections. As soon as the constituent assembly meets, it will,
acceding to the proposals of the Cabinet Mission, divide
itself into three committees. Each committee will be composed
of members from provinces in the appropriate section and
will together decide whether to form a group or not. Section
15 ot the Cabinet proposals has clearly recognised the rights
of provinces to form groups or not. The Cabinet Mission
intend that the provinces should exercise this right at a
particular stage. The Congress Working Committee holds
that whatever the intention of the Cabinet Mission, the
statement of 16th May does not bear such an interpretation.
Tr>ev hold that the provinces are fully autonomous and have
the right to decide the Question at any stage they like. Section
15 and the general spirit of the proposals support the Congress
interpretation. The provinces have the right to decide either
at the very beginning, before the group constitution has
oeen framed at all, or at the end, atter they have examined
the group constitution as it has emerged from the committee
of trie constituent assembly. I am convinced that the
Congress interpretation cannot be challenged. If a province
decides to remain outside the group from the very beginning
it cannot be compelled to come in.
" There is the problem of the Europeans in Assam and
Bengal, The Cabinet Mission's proposals have done away
with weightage in representation and have clearly laid down
that there is to be one representative for every million of the
population. This automatically rules the Europeans out of
the picture. Once the weightage is discarded, they have no
right to any representation at all on the basis of population,
'It is in the interests of the Europeans themselves to refrain
from seeking election or participating in the voting.
*41 am confident that the Europeans in Bengal and Assam
will act with wisdom and statesmanship. Since the Europeans
in Bengal have already decided to refrain from participating
in the elections to the constituent assembly, I trust that the
Europeans in Assam will follow their example.